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“Holy, Holy, Holy”
(I Peter 1:1-16)

In the New Testament picture of the holiness of God nothing really changes — except its location! God’s holiness is
not on a mountain, in a promised land, residing in a temple, or described in a set of laws. The Holy One Himself comes
in Person! (Even the demons know that — Mk 1:24.) Persons who believe into Him as Savior, as Lord, are, themselves,
“holified” by His indwelling Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

Jesus Christ comes to earth not just to be the model for holy living, or, even the motive for holy living. He comes to
be the MEANS of holy living. The Son of God incarnate demonstrates that it is possible to be human and to be Holy at
the same time! That persons made in the image of God are able to receive and to live by the Holy Life of God (Jo 5:19;
6:38; 8:29; 14:10). He reveals that our humanity is no hindrance to the expression of Divine holiness. So, Peter is well
within his rights to say to all the children of God, “Be holy yourselves also in all your behavior.” (I Pet 1:15) In Christ, the
holiness of God comes nearer than any prophetic word or priestly service; nearer than any miracle or mighty work,
nearer than any mountain or temple. He comes in Person to open the way into the full provision that makes
participating in God’s own holiness not just a possibility... but a living reality (Heb 12:10; | Pet 1:16). To receive the Holy
One by grace through faith is to be “holified” (sanctified - Heb 10:10,14), for in God’s New Covenant family, we become
what we receive (I Jo 2:8; 4:17).

Children of the Second Birth have been reborn as “holy ones”. The only kind of children God has?” “Holy offspring”
(Lk 1:35)! The Holy Spirit of God conceives holy children — created “holy and blameless”... “in the holiness of the truth”
(Eph 1:4; 4:24). In | Peter 1:15,16, Peter is simply saying, “Let all your doings flow from you newly created being.”
Holiness is an “inside job” that is meant to result in an “outside difference”. For us to “be holy in all our behavior”,
Divinity must be at work in and through cooperating humanity. It is God’s pleasure, His delight to reproduce His Holy
character in and through us. It is our greatest joy to abide in and abandon to a oneness with the Holy One!
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